Ruxton Avenue Walking Audit 11.7.19

What is a walking audit?

A walking audit challenges a community to look at their transportation infrastructure with a
critical eye. While walking, the group was encouraged to discuss with six topics in mind: Is the
corridor accessible, comfortable, connected, convenient, engaging, and/or vibrant?

Downtown Group
Restricted accessibility

- Sidewalks are inadequate for pedestrian activity
- Commercial activity and infrastructure impedes pedestrian movement
- Significant portions are ADA compliant and pose issues for people with mobility challenges

Competing land uses with differing priorities

- Limited parking for residents, visitors, and institutional uses
- Parking is and associated signage is confusing and complicated
- Users have multiple needs and expectations of how the space is allocated

Lack of Safety

- Existing structures inhibit sight distances for vehicles and pedestrians
- Trees, landscape, and fences are blocking pedestrians
- Confusing signage and way finding
- Competing modes of transportation

Popular space

- Vibrancy of commercial uses creates community
- Residential, commercial, religious, and tourist uses all in the same space

Cog Group

Right of Way lacks order

- Signage is confusing or misleading
- Transportation modes lack separation
- Significant sections of Ruxton have no pedestrian infrastructure

Significant visual and physical barriers

- Utility poles, fire hydrants, etc. block pedestrian vision and movement
- Overhead utilities diminish the built and natural beauty
- There are minimal connections between the street and Ruxton Creek

Pedestrian safety is compromised

- Significant portions are unusable for people with mobility challenges
- Lighting is sparse along the corridor
- The roadway conditions and geometry creates unsafe places for pedestrians
- Transit users don’t have a uniform pedestrian infrastructure to the Cog

Ruxton Avenue celebrates Manitou Springs unique flair
- There is a range of eclectic architecture
- Ruxton Avenue has multiple historic bridges and walls
- The corridor has a natural urban interface

Downtown Group Walking Route
Cog Group Walking Route
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The public meeting was set to show the stakeholders how transit shapes
land use and how that interplays within their own community. Within the
meeting the community was given a few challenges including: what would
you like preserved about your unique community and what would you like
revised?

Preserve

- Intemann Trail
- Community Character (bridges and walls)
- Natural Beauty (creek and views)
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Community Proposed Solutions

Pedestrian focused

Multi-modal transit focused

Transit focused

Transit focused

Multi-modal transit focused

- Signage
- Sidewalks
- Bus stop at top of Ruxton
- Unsafe at Deadman’s rock
- Pedestrian traffic with Cog and Incliners
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